Government of Western Australia

Department of Health

Help stop diphtheria

Clean, wash and protect

Diphtheria (diff-THEER-e-uh) germs can live on
towels, bedding, clothes and household items
Cleaning and washing can help stop it spreading

How diphtheria spreads

The germ can spread from an infected person through:

« droplets from their coughs and sneezes

« contact with their infected skin sores or ulcers

« touching dirty bandages, towels, bedding, clothes or household items
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Know the symptoms

The most common type of diphtheria causes skin sores and ulcers

The most serious type of diphtheria can start like a cold with
a sore throat and fever

« Keep diphtheria
vaccinations up to date
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See your clinic for vaccination, or if you have

Scan for more information about diphtheria a skin sore or sore throat
https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/diphtheria @
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1800 MEDICARE (1800 633 422) 24 hours 7 days



