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Dear Professor Weeramanthri 

Climate Health WA Inquiry - Invitation for written submissions 

Thank you for your letter regarding the Climate Health WA Inquiry - Invitation for 
written submissions. 

The Transport Portfolio recognises the risk of climate change to Western Australia 
(WA) and the need to take action now to mitigate and adapt to the impacts of climate 
change. There are a number of climate change risks the Portfolio is aware of that 
may overlap with Health. 

Increasing severe weather events 

During times of severe weather events access to health services could be impacted 
or cut altogether. The issue is further compounded in regional and remote areas 
where access to health services can involve large distances. This issue mostly 
impacts roads but also applies to maritime services, aviation, ports and rail. 
Consideration needs to be given to acceptable levels of service for transport for all 
communities and in particular those communities that are particularly vulnerable to 
climate change impacts. 

Bush fire events 

Bush fire events are expected to increase in frequency and severity. It is recognised 
that the transport network is essential for access to health and emergency services at 
risk of being impacted during bush fire events. 
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