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Global Situation
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Cases reported 8 Feb – 14 Feb 2021
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Global Situation



Cases Around the World
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Total Global Deaths

2,642,826
Total Confirmed Cases

119,220,681
Australian Deaths

909
Australian Cases

29,117
WA Deaths

9
WA Cases

924



COVID-19 in Australia
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COVID-19 in Australia
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COVID-19 Testing
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WA COVID-19 Response
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Response activations:
23 January 2020 – Public Health Emergency Operations Centre stood up
11 March 2020 – WHO declare COVID‐19 a worldwide pandemic
15 March 2020 – State of Emergency declared
16 March 2020 – State Health Incident Coordination Centre stood up
23 March 2020 – Public Health State of Emergency declared

A dedicated Public Health Emergency Operations Centre (PHEOC)
and State Health Incident Coordination 
Centre (SHICC) were activated to address
the strategic management of the pandemic.



WA COVID-19 Response
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SHICC
• concentrate on logistics, planning, liaison, intelligence, non‐health 
operations and public information to prepare and respond to COVID‐19 
in WA.

• coordinate duties such as rapid planning for quarantine in hospitals, 
enlisting hotels for quarantine and providing leadership and guidance.

PHEOC
• focus on prevention via community information, resources, fact 
sheets, guidelines about travel, quarantine requirements and 
provide an information hotline.

• coordinate the WA health system’s contact tracing functions to 
document people who may have been in contact with COVID‐19 
cases and may also be at risk.

WA COVID-19 Response



WA COVID-19 Response
• Strategic direction 

– goal of no community transmission.
• Multi-agency – State
• National – AHPPC, National Cabinet
• Public health measures

– Border controls
– Hotel quarantine
– Test, contact and tracing, including wastewater testing
– Vaccines

• Restrictions
– Imposing
– Easing

• Hospital preparations
• Community preparations



WA COVID-19 Response
• Workforce surge plans

– Staff changing roles to assist
– Staff safety and wellbeing

• Legal Support
– State of Emergency
– Directions
– Regulatory Amendments

• Development of outbreak management plans
• Communication and information sharing



COVID-19 
vaccination 
program



Pfizer vs AstraZeneca 
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Differences     Pfizer BioNTech Oxford/AstraZeneca

Vaccine Type mRNA vaccine Viral vector

Storage -70˚C ultra-low temperatures 4˚C normal refrigeration

Effectiveness ~ 95% ~ 70%

Doses 2 doses given 3 weeks apart 2 doses given 4-12 weeks 
apart

Potential 
administering sites

Given at a hospital hub or where 
special fridges can store the 
vaccine

Given at a GP’s office

Manufacturing Only currently made in the USA 
and Europe Can be made in Australia

healthywa.wa.gov.au/COVID19vaccine



Current Status
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Location Number▲▼ Per 100▲▼ Latest
update

Australia 175,506 0.68 16 Mar.

New South Wales 37,553 0.46 16 Mar.

Victoria 35,282 0.53 16 Mar.

Queensland 21,861 0.42 16 Mar.

Western Australia 20,550 0.77 16 Mar.

South Australia 8,300 0.47 16 Mar.

Tasmania 4,616 0.85 16 Mar.

Federal 
Government 39,760 7.83 16 Mar.

ACT 3,869 0.9 16 Mar.

Northern Territory 3,715 1.51 16 Mar.

Australia
Doses

175,506
Jurisdictions do not report on the same 24‐
hour period, so national figures may not 
equal the sum of the states and territories. 
Figures generally refer to the previous 
day's count. The federal government is 
responsible for aged care and disability 
vaccinations.
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Vaccination program 
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Phase 1a – WA service delivery 

• Six Pfizer “hubs” proposed by WA Health: 
– Perth Children’s Hospital
– Port Hedland
– Geraldton
– Albany
– Kalgoorlie
– Broome

• Program has commenced
• Ability to move vaccine beyond ‘hub’, 

noting long travel distances 
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Who gets vaccinated first?  
Under Phase 1a of the vaccination program:

o Quarantine hotel workers – WA Government vaccination program;
o Frontline health care workers ‐WA Government;
o Aged care and disability staff – Australian Government;
o Aged care and disability care residents – Australian  Government. 
• It is expected that everyone in Western Australia will have the 

opportunity to be vaccinated by the end of 2021. 
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Group Sub Group Responsibility

Critical and high-risk workers including 
defence, police fire, emergency services           

• Law enforcement - WAPOL

• Fire and Emergency Services (Fire and Rescue Services, Bush Fire, Volunteer, SES) -
Operation Roll Up at Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre  

WA

Critical and high-risk workers 

• Ambulatory/Paramedic services (St John Ambulance – not included in Phase 1a)

• Royal Flying Doctors Service (not included in Phase 1a). Will receive information from their 
employer about booking an appointment online Meat and Poultry Processing Staff

• Frontline (sea) Port workers

• Land border crossings and Domestic airport staff

WA

• Law enforcement – Federal police

• Defence Force
Cwlth

Elderly adults aged 80 years and over
• Community dwelling elderly Cwlth/WA

Elderly adults aged 70-79 years

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People 
>55 years old • ATSIC people

Cwlth/WA working 
closely with state 
ACHHOs

Younger adults with underlying medical 
conditions including those with a disability

• Younger adults with selected medical conditions (cancer, diabetes, cardiovascular disease, 
asthma, other respiratory diseases)

• Disability – State funded participants

• Disability – NDIS participants (adults)

Cwlth/WA 

WA roll-out strategy Phase 1b
Current WA Health scope 1b

healthywa.wa.gov.au/COVID19vaccine
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Is the vaccine safe?

• The vaccine safety database is huge: > 53 million doses 
administered in the US alone. 

• In Australia, the vaccine has been subject to the complete approval 
process by the TGA.

• The overall reporting rate is around 3 to 4 Yellow Cards per 1,000 
doses administered.
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Effectiveness

healthywa.wa.gov.au/COVID19vaccine



Overall Strategy
• The Middle Game

– Recovery
– First 12 months
– Release levers

• End Game
– Herd Immunity

• Vaccination
• Immunity through infection

– Endemic disease with effective treatment for 
serious disease
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Next Steps
• Maintain situational awareness nationally of COVID-19 

transmission
• Monitor and manage ongoing public health measures 
• Monitor and review the hotel quarantine management system 

and explore opportunities to improve current practices and 
procedures

• Monitor and review COVID-19 testing
• Continue to employ Infection Prevention & Control strategies to 

mitigate the COVID-19 risk to the community of Western 
Australia

• Maintain and exercise Outbreak Management Plans
• Manage any outbreak responses, including public health and 

border measures
• Deliver the COVID-19 Vaccination program to Western Australia
• Plan future steps towards a new ‘normal’
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Question Time

healthywa.wa.gov.au/COVID19vaccine


