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WA Primary Health Alliance acknowledges and 
pays respect to the Traditional Owners of this 
country. We honour Elders, past and present, 
and recognise the continuing connection of 
Aboriginal peoples to their lands, waters, and 
culture. 

We recognise the diversity and strength of 
Aboriginal peoples, and the significant 
importance of self-determination and cultural 
knowledge in supporting the positive health 
and wellbeing of the whole community.



Jodie Robins

Program Co-Ordinator Preventative Health

Registered Nurse with over 30 years experience in varied settings. I have worked 
at WAPHA for past 4 years.

I am passionate about immunisation and vaccine preventable diseases, enjoy 
working with service providers to ensure immunisations are accessible to all



Who is WAPHA?

WA Primary Health Alliance is an alliance of the three Primary Health Networks in 
WA.
 
A Primary Health Network (PHN) focuses on the primary care sector,  where we 
commission services, assist with system integration and support practitioners and 
services by providing education, training and digital support.

We are a not-for-profit organization that is mainly funded by the Department of 
Health, Disability and Ageing.

The government has a clear direction for PHN’s to focus on people who are most at 
risk of poor health outcomes due to compromised access to health care services

WAPHA’s vision is Better Health, Together



Aged Care at WAPHA

Community 
Services

• care finders
• Early interventions 

General 
Practice

• QI and Navigators
• GP ACI
• Thin markets
• After hours care to 

RACHs
• Greater Choices

Residential 
Care

• National Partnerships 
Agreement 

• After hours care planning
• Onsite pharmacist
• Immunisations
• Digital health
• Psychological therapies

Policy and 
Services

• State and Federal
• Collaboration
• Advocacy
• Awareness

Priority Groups 

Enable Impact:
• Aged Care Staff
• General Practice Staff
• Community Service 

Providers
• Pharmacists 

Influence Outcomes:
• Older people 
• People living in RACHs
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Aged Care at WAPHA

Primary Care (PC)

Enablement Transformation RIMs Across WAPHA





Key actions for service providers

Set up a vaccination tracker: develop or use a system to monitor and track older people’s vaccination status. 

Make sure your recording and reporting is timely: make sure all vaccines given are recorded in the AIR within 
the required timeframe, and as required by legislation.

Keep accurate consent records: seek and keep records of valid consent for all vaccinations, following best 
practice guidelines and relevant state or territory laws. 

Regularly review residents’ immunisation history: use the AIR or the resident’s My Health Record to check 
immunisation histories. This helps to:
• avoid giving people vaccines they don’t need
• identify people whose vaccinations are overdue.

Engage with Public Health Units (PHU) and Primary Health Networks (PHN): Work with local PHUs and PHNs 
to:
• Assist in planning vaccination clinics
• access expert support for vaccine-related queries
• manage outbreaks





Immunisation Project

For facilities:

• A site-specific immunisation tracking spreadsheet which automatically 
tracks vaccinations, produces action lists and monitors consent

• Access to a site-specific consent form covering all National Immunisation 
Program (NIP) vaccinations

• Support to access Australian immunisation register (AIR) 

For facilities with a compliant vaccine fridge

• Support to implement a SASA (Structured Administration and Supply 
Arrangement)

For nurses wishing to upskill 

• Scholarships to complete the South Australian Immunisation course (HESA 
accredited)





Consent

Valid Consent 

For consent to be considered valid it must meet the following criteria: 

• voluntary
• informed
• current
• covers the treatment to be performed
• given by a patient who has capacity 

Documenting consent 

It is expected practice to have informed consent documented in writing by way of 
a signed consent form, or notes in the healthcare record, for all healthcare 
interventions other than the most minor of healthcare interventions. 



Consent

• Make it part of entry forms 

• Yearly review 

• Have forms available on check in

• Regular correspondence with guardians and family during the year

• Keep Public Trustee updated and request new consent every 12 months



Consent forms



Support and help

Department of Health, Disability and Ageing 

• General information on immunisations
• Brochures, Posters, social media tiles, 
• Information on current immunisation schedules 
• Australian Immunisation Handbook
• Strive for 5 cold chain guidelines

Immunisation | Australian Government Department of Health, Disability and 
Ageing

https://www.health.gov.au/topics/immunisation?language=und
https://www.health.gov.au/topics/immunisation?language=und


Aged  Care Quality and Safety Commission

• Information on clinical governance
• Information on infection prevention and control
• Medication management
• Information for residents and next of kin.

Aged Care Quality and Safety Commission

Services Australia

• Access to the Australian Immunisation Register is now available for facilities to 
check and update immunisation records as required.

• Access to HPOS (Health Professionals Online Services)
• Access to PRODA (Provider Digital Access)

Australian Immunisation Register - Services Australia

Support and help

https://www.agedcarequality.gov.au/
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/australian-immunisation-register


WA Department of health 

• CDCD (Communicable Disease Control Directorate)
➢ Immunisation Program 
➢ HealthyWA website, access health website
➢ Vaccine ordering
➢ E-learning modules, information session recordings 
➢ Provider resources and information 

Immunisation in WA

Public Health Units 

• vaccine administration
• Immunisation education
• Cold chain education, monitoring  and breaches
• Vaccine errors and adverse events

Support and help

https://www.health.wa.gov.au/articles/f_i/immunisation-in-wa


National Centre for Immunisation Research and Surveillance - NCIRS 

• Provide expert evidence and advice on vaccine preventable diseases and all 
aspects of immunisation.

• Research on vaccine preventable diseases
• Produce FAQ’s, information sheets and provider information on all immunisations.
• Carry vaccine safety data

National Centre for Immunisation Research and Surveillance | NCIRS

Sharing Knowledge About Immunisation - SKAI

• Website designed to assist health professionals have conversations with vaccine 
hesitant people.

• Provides a range of vaccination communication resources, including factsheets, 
tools and training materials that can be used by individuals and team.

• Public section with easy to read information for guardians and carers to access.

 Sharing Knowledge About Immunisation | SKAI

Support and help

https://ncirs.org.au/
https://www.skai.org.au/


Support and help

WA Primary Health Alliance – WAPHA

• WAPHA website and Practice Assist website
• Clinician Assist website
• Posters and brochures
• Immunisation course scholarships for AHPRA registered staff
• Contact point for vaccination clinics, liaise with GP’s and Pharmacies as needed
• Staff education sessions
• Resident and family education sessions. 

Immunisation@wapha.org.au



Any Questions?

                Thank you
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