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Why do we have a program?

An annual vaccination program 
is the most important measure 
to prevent influenza and its 
complications:

• Reduce hospitalisations, 
mortality & morbidity 

• Prevent influenza outbreaks

• Protection of high-risk groups

• Economic benefits 



2025 influenza vaccination coverage, by age group 
and state

Source: https://ncirs.org.au/influenza-vaccination-coverage-data
 

https://ncirs.org.au/influenza-vaccination-coverage-data


ATAGI statement on the administration of 
seasonal influenza vaccines in 2026

The Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (ATAGI) 
has developed clinical advice for immunisation providers regarding 
the administration of 2026 seasonal influenza vaccines. It includes 
information about:

• influenza vaccine brands (and strains included) available for 
use 

• timing of vaccination

• vaccination for pregnant women

• eligibility for influenza vaccines funded under the 

• National Immunisation Program (NIP)

• medical conditions that are associated with an increased risk 
of influenza complications

a healthcare worker provider recommendation is the 
strongest predictor of the decision to vaccinate 

Source:  atagi-statement-on-the-administration-of-seasonal-influenza-vaccines-in-2025.pdf

https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/2025-03/atagi-statement-on-the-administration-of-seasonal-influenza-vaccines-in-2025.pdf


Health Professionals Role
• Healthcare provider recommendation 

• Lead by example

• Education and training  

• Awareness – promote accurate information to counter mis-information

• Timely vaccine ordering

• Access 

• Consider recalls / reminders 

• Assess priority groups and eligibility 

• Monitoring and Reporting 
•     AIR
•     WAVSS Adverse event following immunisation (AEFI)) 

• Opportunistic vaccination / co-administration  

https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Adverse-event-following-immunisation-AEFI


Tools to support 
patient conversations

• Virus WAtch (health.wa.gov.au)

• Notifiable infectious disease 
dashboard (health.wa.gov.au)

• Influenza vaccination coverage data | 
NCIRS

• Influenza vaccines | AusVaxSafety

https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/F_I/Infectious-disease-data/Virus-Watch
https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/N_R/Notifiable-infectious-disease-dashboard
https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/N_R/Notifiable-infectious-disease-dashboard
https://ncirs.org.au/influenza-vaccination-coverage-data
https://ncirs.org.au/influenza-vaccination-coverage-data
https://ausvaxsafety.org.au/safety-data/influenza-vaccine


Authority to administer

• The WA Immunisation Schedule is now updated to include 2026 
Influenza vaccines

• CEO of Health Structured Administration Supply Arrangements 
(SASAs) for Pharmacists updated to support influenza vaccine 
administration from 2 years of age



2026 Free Flu Vaccine Program 

• The department has offered free influenza vaccines to West 
Australians for the last three years.

• Provided state-funded influenza vaccines for people aged 12 to 
64 years via GPs, AMSs, community health and community 
pharmacies 

• Program details will be available on the HealthyWA website: 
https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/influenzavaccine

https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/influenzavaccine




Key Points
• FluMist®- Welcome to Australia

• Registered: 2-17 years of age

• Government program: 2-11 years 

• Offered at Pharmacies, general practice, AMS, child health 
immunisation clinics

• 15 week expiry 



Subscribe to Vaccine Updates and 
Virus WAtch

• You can find more information at Immunisation provider 
information and resources (health.wa.gov.au). 

https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/F_I/Immunisation-provider-information-and-resources
https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/F_I/Immunisation-provider-information-and-resources


Resources

Healthy WA - consumer websites

• Influenza (flu) vaccine (healthywa.wa.gov.au)

WA health – provider websites

• Influenza immunisation (health.wa.gov.au)

• ATAGI statement on the administration of seasonal influenza vaccines in 2025 | 
Australian Government Department of Health and Aged Care

Healthcare providers can browse and order a selection of WA Department of Health 
immunisation publications from the Quickmail Publication Ordering System (external 
site). This is a free bulk ordering service.

SKAI and NCIRS resources

• For healthcare professionals | Sharing Knowledge About Immunisation | SKAI

• Influenza immunisation resources | NCIRS

• Supporting conversations about vaccinations with Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people | NCIRS

https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/F_I/flu-Influenza-vaccine
https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/F_I/Influenza-immunisation-program
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/atagi-statement-on-the-administration-of-seasonal-influenza-vaccines-in-2025?language=en
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/atagi-statement-on-the-administration-of-seasonal-influenza-vaccines-in-2025?language=en
https://dohquickmail.com.au/
https://dohquickmail.com.au/
https://skai.org.au/healthcare-professionals
https://ncirs.org.au/ncirs-fact-sheets-faqs-and-other-resources/influenza
https://ncirs.org.au/supporting-conversations-about-vaccinations-Aboriginal-and-Torres-Strait-Islander-people
https://ncirs.org.au/supporting-conversations-about-vaccinations-Aboriginal-and-Torres-Strait-Islander-people






Questions?



Education requirements
Immunisation Provider group Education Requirements to meet SASA criteria

Registered and Enrolled Nurses 1. AHPRA registered
2. Online WA Health Immunisation Update, Influenza module and Cold chain 

management module
3. CPR/Anaphylaxis 

Registered Midwives 1. AHPRA registered
2. Online WA Health Immunisation Update, Influenza module and Cold chain 

management module
3. CPR/Anaphylaxis 

Aboriginal Health Practitioners 1. AHPRA registered
2. Successful completion of an immunisation course approved by the Chief 

Executive Officer of the Department of Health or HESA equivalent
3. Online WA Health Immunisation Update, Influenza module and Cold chain 

management module
4. CPR/Anaphylaxis 

Community Pharmacists 1. AHPRA registered
2. Successful completion of an immunisation course approved by the Chief 

Executive Officer of the Department of Health or HESA equivalent
3. Online WA Health Immunisation Update, Influenza module and Cold chain 

management module
4. CPR/Anaphylaxis 
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