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Why do we have a program?

An annual vaccination program
IS the most important measure
to prevent influenza and its
complications:

* Reduce hospitalisations,
mortality & morbidity

 Prevent influenza outbreaks
 Protection of high-risk groups
« Economic benefits

Statewide - Influenza Notifications by month 2021 - 2026*
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2025 influenza vaccination coverage, by age group
and state

Snapshot of the latest 2025 influenza vaccination coverage* data in Australia

All persons

Tas NT AUS
29.6 354 25.7
14.8 12.8 14.5
23.4 21.5 20.8

ACT NSW Vic Qld SA
6 mo-<5yrs 48.4 244 30.4 20.1 27.6
5-<15yrs 24.3 13.3 16.0 13.2 15.3
15-<50yrs 32.7 19.5 23.7 18.3 23.6
50-<65 yrs 44.3 30.1 34.2 314 36.2 39.4 25.4 B2
>65 yrs 66.0 58.2 61.8 60.4 66.6

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander persons

67.9 34.9 60.5

Tas NT AUS
21.3 35.8 17.8
1225 20.7 11.6
19.1 29.3 17.7
45.1 42.3 36.4
69.4 45.2 59.6

ACT NSW Vic Qld SA
6 mo-<5yrs 30.5 16.9 211 141 17.2
5-<15yrs 17.0 10.8 121 10.3 11.9
15-<50 yrs 25.9 16.7 19.2 15.5 18.8
50-<65 yrs 45.9 36.4 36.4 34.6 B
>65 yrs 68.5 62.0 62.7 59.2 62.9

* Year-to-date (YTD) coverage calculated using vaccinations given 1 March-31 August 2025 (inclusive).
AIR data as at 7 September 2025.

Coverage data in these tables may differ slightly from estimates published elsewhere due to differences in National Centre for
calculation methodologies and/or the AIR data being used in the calculation having been downloaded on N C | RS e fesearch
i
different dates. Rustralia

health.wa.gov.au
Source: https://ncirs.org.au/influenza-vaccination-coverage-data



https://ncirs.org.au/influenza-vaccination-coverage-data

ATAGI statement on the administration of
seasonal influenza vaccines in 2026

e T he Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (ATAGI)
ahaediess  has developed clinical advice for immunisation providers regarding

CLINICAL ADVICE

the administration of 2026 seasonal influenza vaccines. It includes
\S{I,S'EIIZEIESNLC;ISZLHE ADMINISTRATION OF SEASONAL INFLUENZA |nf0 rm atl On abo ut:

s e g S - influenza vaccine brands (and strains included) available for
Overview of key points and updates for 2026

» Annual vaccination is the most important measure to prevent influenza and its complications. It is use
recommendad for a Ilp ople 26 months of age.

» The importance of influenza vaccination should be emphasised. provider rece

e esse e e s « timing of vaccination

ps Abariginal and Torres Strait Islander people, pregnant
qT “able 3).

= mﬂ:m o  vaccination for pregnant women

: .L::::ZW . - eligibility for influenza vaccines funded under the
: F"’“”'pf‘; ﬂw"”ww«ew e « National Immunisation Program (NIP)
e e = S 'ﬁm‘“"m"“ﬁf e SR * medical conditions that are associated with an increased risk
mwiw :f::%m 2:":-;“ e ne e o of influenza complications

mlt a healthcare worker provider recommendation is the
strongest predictor of the decision to vaccinate

& months to <2 years L4 4
2210 <5 years v v
2510 <18 years v v
=18 to <50 years L L
250 to <60 years. 4 '
=60 to <65 years v v
=65 years L v

x| = x| =
LA AR N N

Ticks indicale age at which a vactine is registersd and available. Hashlags indicale avalability for free under the NIP.
* NIP funding anly far Abariginal and Tormes Sirail Islander pacple, pregnant women and pecpie who have certain medical canditions.

Page 1of 3

Source: atagi-statement-on-the-administration-of-seasonal-influenza-vaccines-in-2025.pdf



https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/2025-03/atagi-statement-on-the-administration-of-seasonal-influenza-vaccines-in-2025.pdf

He

 Healt
 Lead
 Educ
 Awari
 Timel
* Acce
« Cons
* Asse!

 Monit
° /
o \

* Oppo

tion

health.wa.gov.au


https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Adverse-event-following-immunisation-AEFI

Tools to support e
patient conversations o

Reported at least one adverse event after influenza vaccination

N\

» Virus WAtch (health.wa.gov.au) 22%

* Notifiable infectious disease

d aS h b O ard (h e alth ] Wa ] q OV. au) Commonly reported adverse events after influenza vaccination |
. . Snapshot o ' in Australia
» Influenza vaccination coverage ¢ e [

NCIRS All persons % FFFFFF _M —
» Influenza vaccines | AusVaxSafe sm=r y —
:

5-<15yrs Muscle or joint pain -“ 128 145

15-<50 yrs 21.5 20.8
Gastrointestinal symptoms (nausea, %

50-<65 yrs vomiting, diarrhoea, abdominal - _ 25.4 32.3

>65 yrs Fever £ 349 60.5

health.wa.gov.au ‘



https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/F_I/Infectious-disease-data/Virus-Watch
https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/N_R/Notifiable-infectious-disease-dashboard
https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/N_R/Notifiable-infectious-disease-dashboard
https://ncirs.org.au/influenza-vaccination-coverage-data
https://ncirs.org.au/influenza-vaccination-coverage-data
https://ausvaxsafety.org.au/safety-data/influenza-vaccine

Authority to administer

* The WA Immunisation Schedule is now updated to include 2026
Influenza vaccines

* CEO of Health Structured Administration Supply Arrangements
(SASASs) for Pharmacists updated to support influenza vaccine
administration from 2 years of age

health.wa.gov.au



2026 Free Flu Vaccine Program

* The department has offered free influenza vaccines to West
Australians for the last three years.

 Provided state-funded influenza vaccines for people aged 12 to
6ﬁ years via GPs, AMSs, community health and community
pharmacies

* Program details will be available on the HealthyWA website:
https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/influenzavaccine

health.wa.gov.au


https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/influenzavaccine
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Aboriginal and Tormres Strait Islander persons 5

1 to =65 years
Persons 12 to <65 years not medically at risk

Medically ai-risk persons 5 to <65 years
(free flu May to June)

All children & months fo < 5 vears
All chiddren 2 to 11 years

Pregnant women




Key Points

* FluMist®- Welcome to Australia
* Registered: 2-17 years of age
 Government program: 2-11 years

« Offered at Pharmacies, general practice, AMS, child health
Immunisation clinics

* 15 week expiry
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Subscribe to Vaccine Updates and
Virus WAtch

* You can find more information at Immunisation provider
iInformation and resources (health.wa.gov.au).

: w 1 Government of Western Australia Q
]‘ '@ Department of Health
-

‘ About us Improving health in WA Health for.. Our performance Latest news Reports & publications |

Home » Immunisation provider information and resources

Immunisation provider information and resources

Vaccine Updates (e-newsletter subscription and recent editions) ~

Vaccine Updates gives immunisation providers important information, news and changes to immunisation programs and vaccines in
Western Ausiralia.

hea |th Wa gOV a u It is important that immunisation providers subscribe to Vaccine updates (external site) io keep up-to-date.

See recent editions of Vaccine updates (external site).



https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/F_I/Immunisation-provider-information-and-resources
https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/F_I/Immunisation-provider-information-and-resources

Resources

Healthy WA - consumer websites

* Influenza (flu) vaccine (healthywa.wa.gov.au)

WA health — provider websites

* Influenza immunisation (health.wa.qgov.au)

« ATAGI statement on the administration of seasonal influenza vaccines in 2025 |
Australian Government Department of Health and Aged Care

Healthcare providers can browse and order a selection of WA Department of Health
immunisation publications from the Quickmail Publication Ordering System (external
site). This is a free bulk ordering service.

SKAI and NCIRS resources

* For healthcare professionals | Sharing Knowledge About Immunisation | SKAI

* Influenza immunisation resources | NCIRS

e Supporting conversations about vaccinations with Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people | NCIRS

health.wa.gov.au

Primary school-aged children

| Children -

Time | to | get
immunised B8
for | Influenza
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Aboriginal people/
Children under 5

Pregnant people

.
Time | to | get {52
immunised "
for | influenza



https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/F_I/flu-Influenza-vaccine
https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/F_I/Influenza-immunisation-program
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/atagi-statement-on-the-administration-of-seasonal-influenza-vaccines-in-2025?language=en
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/atagi-statement-on-the-administration-of-seasonal-influenza-vaccines-in-2025?language=en
https://dohquickmail.com.au/
https://dohquickmail.com.au/
https://skai.org.au/healthcare-professionals
https://ncirs.org.au/ncirs-fact-sheets-faqs-and-other-resources/influenza
https://ncirs.org.au/supporting-conversations-about-vaccinations-Aboriginal-and-Torres-Strait-Islander-people
https://ncirs.org.au/supporting-conversations-about-vaccinations-Aboriginal-and-Torres-Strait-Islander-people
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Questions?
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Education

Registered and Enrolled Nurses
Registered Midwives

Aboriginal Health Practitioners

Community Pharmacists

requirements

AHPRA registered

Online WA Health Immunisation Update, Influenza module and Cold chain
management module

CPR/Anaphylaxis

AHPRA registered

Online WA Health Immunisation Update, Influenza module and Cold chain
management module

CPR/Anaphylaxis

AHPRA registered

Successful completion of an immunisation course approved by the Chief
Executive Officer of the Department of Health or HESA equivalent

Online WA Health Immunisation Update, Influenza module and Cold chain
management module

CPR/Anaphylaxis

AHPRA registered

Successful completion of an immunisation course approved by the Chief
Executive Officer of the Department of Health or HESA equivalent

Online WA Health Immunisation Update, Influenza module and Cold chain
management module

CPR/Anaphylaxis
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