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Review of the 1996 Mental Health Act.

Submission re: United Nations Principles for the Proiection of Persons with
Mental Iliness and the Improvement of Mental Health Care.

In the year of 1992 Australia became a signatory to the United Nations Principles for the
Protection of Persons with Mental Iliness and for the Improvement of Mental Health
Care. In April of the same year the target date jfor full compliance with the Principles
was set at 1998 by the then Commonwealth Minister for Health, Housing and Community
Services. However, as you would be aware the moral responsibility for ensuring
compliance with the afore stated Principles remains with State Governments.

Therefore please find attached a copy of a letter that was sent to the Hon. RC Xucera
APM MLA, Minister for Health, January 13" 2003 that raises concerns regarding
misinformation that was reportedly being propagated by some professionals —
misinformation that indicated that the United Nations Principles for the Protection of
Persons with Mental Iliness and the improvement of Mental Health Care are adeguately
endorsed and addressed within the 1996 Mental Health Act.

The Human Rights Committee were hopeful that our letter to the Minister would rectify
this troublesome situation — sadly this has not been the case.

We are now aware that misinformation concerning the UN Principles continues to be
propagated, to this point in time, by some professionals who assert that the afore stated
UN Principles are adequately addressed within the present Mental Health Act.

Thus in order to dispel any further misgivings regarding the UN Principles I am now
Jormally requesting that the United Nations Principles for the Protection of Persons with
Mential Illness and the Improvement of Menial Health Care be fully incorporated
verbatim within the — to be revised — Mental Health Act. Thus it could then be assured
and confirmed that the Principles are not only respected but indeed made mandatory.

Further 1 am also now jormally requesting that when the Principles are indeed made
mandatory by verbatim incorporation within the revised Act (as I am trusting they will
be) that should there be further disputes regarding the reading cf the revised Act and its
refection or incorporation of the Principles that the United Nations Principles be used as
the benchmark o determine the outcome of possible future disputes and also to assure
that the rights and dignity of mental health consumers are respected upheld and indeed
mandatory.

Ethel Date
Human Rights Convenor
United Nations Association of Australia (WA Division)
March 28" 2003.

N.B. Please find attached a cony of correspondence 1o the Hon.R.C. Kucera APM
MLA, Minister for Health dated 13" January, 2002- as this correspondence forms part

of this submission. B@G { of 3







