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Sylvia Meier

Executive Officer

Review of MHA and CLMIDA
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West Perth WA

15" February, 2003

Dear Ms. Meier,

It is with great pleasure that the Australian Association of Social Workers, West
Australian Branch undertook and completed the attached submission on the
review of the Mental Heaith Act 1996 and Criminal Law Mentally Impaired
Defendants Act 1996.

As the Association has outlined in the submission, the social work profession has
an integral and critical role in mental health services. Social workers aim to
promote social justice, an individuals independence and family and community
overall well being. The AASW/WA attached submission and comments reflect
this perspective.

Congratulations on the State Government's initiative to review the state’s current
mental health legislation. The law sets an acceptable standard for our society to
abide by and this is particularly crucial for our most vulnerable members.

Yours faithfully,

Y

" Dr. Barbara Meddin MAASW, Acc SW.
President
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