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Areas of the Act.

Definitions.3. Re Rural & Remote patients living 1n a Community situation,
® (5.3). the Chief Psychiatrist could nomimate special GPs to be *mental health
practitioners, and review their practice. It is all very well to allow some patients
to control their medication, but I have seen some horrific incidents of incorrect
use of legal drugs. Some people live alone and need assistance, advocacy, and a
check up, on a regular basis.

(s 4). needs clarification.

Objects of the Act ( S). Page 6

e Refering to R&R Regions very few arcas do get (a) ‘treatment with the least
restrictions of their freedom ... interference with their rights and dignity’.
However, many are very vulnerable, particularly people who are living alone
and need a personal advocate, paid or volunteer.
An advocate must be a person they can trust, is culturally acceptable, and
most importantly, have access to the "treating practitioner’ and be accepted as
part of the team.

Admnistrative provisions with regard to the Minister for Health (s.7) Page 8/9
7.(d) promote development of voluntary and self groups etc.
The use of volunteers and groups is cost effective, an NGO volunteer
committee can run a service, using ‘skilled” staff at a much lower cost than
a professional body. But! volunteers, groups and mdividuals giving their
time also need an advocate or, at least, some where to go for advise.







