
Do You Need DOH HREC Review? 
 
 Does the project require: 

• The use or disclosure of 
personal health information 
from DOH information 
collections, or 

• The creation of new links 
between separate data 
collections by Data Linkage 

Could the project be 
conducted using non-

identified information? 
Revise design of 

project  

DOH HREC 
approval not 

required 

Is the use or disclosure for: 
• Clinical use; 
• Required by law; or 
• Requested by the 

primary collector of 
the information? 

Apply for DOH HREC 
Approval 

Yes

Yes

No 

Yes

No

Note: this diagram is for projects conducted outside DOHWA.  For 
DOHWA projects see Do you need DOHWA HREC Review? Projects 

internal to Department of Health

Is the project a research project ?

Does the project 
involve the disclosure 

of personal health 
information from 
DOH information 

collections? 

Yes

No

Yes 

Is the project for 
funding, management, 
planning, monitoring , 

improvement or 
evaluation of health 

services? 

Yes

DOH HREC 
approval required 


