Department of Health Western Australia
Human Research Ethics Committee
Members
CHAIRPERSON
Honorary Fellow Judith Allen
Judith Allen is an Honorary Fellow in the law faculty of the University of Western Australia (UWA). Honorary
Fellow Allen was an Assistant Professor teaching health law, torts and research ethics to law students and in
other faculties, however has recently retired from UWA. Her research interests include consent, competence
and privacy of health information, focussing particularly on participation in health research, the regulation of
data linkage and the governance of biobanks and databanks. She has served as a board member of the
Australasia Institute of Health Law and Ethics, as well as, the Western Australian Mental Health Law Centre,
as deputy chair of the UWA Human Research Ethics Committee and the National Health and Medical
Research Council Research Ethics Training Committee. Assistant Professor Allen consults in private practice
on policy issues in privacy and confidentiality of health Information.

MEMBERS (in alphabetical order)
Ms Joyce Archibald – Lay Person – Female
Ms Joyce Archibald has a Masters of Social Work, a Certificate in Business Data Processing and is a
licensed private investigator. Throughout most of her working life she has been involved in the use of
information in promoting social change. As a student, she had a placement with the National Film Board of
Canada in their Challenge for Change division, looking at the role of media in promoting social change. As
the project manager for the design and implementation of a computer based system in social services in
Alberta, she was involved in the discussion of the ethics and confidentiality of information collection and use.
As chief social worker Royal Perth Hospital she was instrumental in the design and implementation of the
first computer based information system for a hospital social work department in Australia.

Ms Archibald also promoted and encouraged studies which resulted in changes to hospital policy, particularly
related to non-English speaking patients. She currently works part-time as a consultant conducting
investigations for various government agencies. She is a member of the Australian Association of Social
Workers and various community groups.

Ms Patricia Fowler – Professional Care
Ms Patricia Fowler was firstly a registered nurse in New South Wales from 1979 and then in Western
Australia from 1992. Ms Fowler has been the President of the Australian Nursing Federation since 1998.
Ms Fowler served as a member on the Confidentiality of Health Information Committee from 2000 to 2008.

Dr Alison Garton – Researcher (and Deputy Chair)
Dr Alison Garton is an Adjunct Professor of Psychology at Edith Cowan University where she sat for three
years on the Human Ethics Committee. Prior to this, she established and chaired a faculty-based Human
Research Ethics Committee to evaluate low risk projects. She also sat on the Faculty Ethics Committee at
the University of Tasmania. Dr Garton has worked in academia, policy and management, has authored one
textbook and four monographs along with over sixty refereed articles and chapters. She has supervised
countless students at honours, masters and PhD levels and has received awards for her supervision.
Dr Garton is currently a senior sessional member of the State Administrative Tribunal working in the human
rights and vocational regulation streams having been a previous member and chair of the Psychologists
Board of Western Australia. She also sat for nine years on the Ethics Committee of the Australian
Psychological Society.

Reverend Jenifer Goring – Pastoral Care
Reverend Jenifer Goring is an Anglican Priest and is currently working in parish ministry. She previously held
positions at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital, Princess Margaret Hospital and King Edward Memorial Hospital
as an ecumenical chaplain. This role involved the multi-faith and multi-disciplinary approach to the provision
of healthcare, including issues of reproductive technology and end-of-life decision-making. This role also
included lecturing and leading seminars. Reverend Goring holds the following tertiary qualifications: Bachelor
of Divinity (Murdoch, 1990), Bachelor of Social Work (UWA, 1983) and Bachelor of Arts (UWA, 1981).

Assistant Professor Angela Ives - Researcher
Research Assistant Professor Angela Ives is a research fellow in the Cancer and Palliative Care Research
and Evaluation Unit at UWA. She is a qualified diagnostic radiographer and an experienced health services
researcher with a Master Degree in Public Health and a PhD (distinction). Her research interest is improving
care for people diagnosed with cancer in WA and she collaborates widely with health professionals and
health policy makers to identify areas of deficit and to measure improved care. She has served two years as
a Deputy Research for the Department of Health Human Research Ethics Committee and is very familiar
with the WA Data Linkage System as many of these projects involve linked data. Currently, Angela is
involved in the development of the state clinical cancer data collection system.

Mr Gary Langham – Information Security
Mr Gary Langham has over twenty years combined professional experience in the fields of information
security, information technology (IT) Risk Management and IT governance. Mr Langham is currently
working for a Japanese Oil & Gas Company and is responsible for ensuring all IT Risks are adequately
managed and that there are adequate IT controls in place within IT systems to meet Japanese legislative
requirements (JSOX which is the Japanese version of Sarbanes-Oxley). Mr Langham has been a
member of the Information Systems Audit and Control Association (ISACA), a global IT governance
professional organisation for over 12 years. He has served on two international ISACA committees
relating to the certified governance of enterprise IT and information security manager certifications since
2007. He served as the President of the ISACA Perth chapter from 2006 to 2008. Finally, Mr Langham
was part of the team that developed the COBIT 5 Foundation, Implementation and Assessor global
certifications in 2013 and now sits on the examination panel.

Ms Mary Miller – WA Health Representative
Ms Mary Miller is a Registered Nurse with a clinical background in paediatrics, and holds a Masters in Health
Services Management, and Post Graduate Certificates in Health Improvement and Health Counselling.
Ms Miller has 25 years experience in health across metropolitan and rural sectors, and has worked in a
variety of roles including nursing management, safety and quality, policy and regulation in WA. Ms Miller is
currently the Director of Nursing and Midwifery Workforce and Reform at WA Country Health Service.

Mr Ross Monger – Lay Person – Male
Mr Ross Monger is a retired state public servant following 43 years, primarily in courts administration and
dispute resolution. He was a lay member of the Royal Perth Hospital Human Research Ethics Committee for
six years until 2010 and a Category D lay member of Murdoch University Animal Ethics Committee since
2007. He has been a board member of the Fire and Emergency Services (FESA) and the Chairman of the
Voluntary Marine Rescue Service Consultative Committee of FESA. Mr Monger is a qualified accountant and
has been a Justice of the Peace since 1988. He is a member of the Royal Association of Justices WA.

Ms Jennifer Wall – Lawyer
Ms Jennifer Wall graduated in Law from the University of Western Australia and has worked in private
practice (King & Wood Mallesons), as a litigation consultant (Liscia & Tavelli) and for the Legal and
Legislative Services Directorate of the Department of Health in Western Australia. She has over 17 years of
experience in commercial and insurance litigation, medical negligence, coronial inquests and health law.
Currently, Ms Wall is a sessional member of the State Administrative Tribunal working in the human rights
and vocational regulation streams and a member of the Mental Health Review Board. She sits on the board
of a not-for-profit organisation which provides a wide range of services for children suffering trauma from
abuse.

DEPUTY MEMBERS (in alphabetical order)
Professor Tom Briffa – Researcher
Research Associate Professor Tom Briffa, Head of Cardiovascular Research, School of Population Health,
UWA, is an experienced allied health researcher with expertise in clinical trials, data linkage and evidence
translation. His research targets the prevention and treatment of cardiovascular disease and its translation
into practice. He works with a network of dynamic health professionals globally from his base at UWA. He is
a founding member of state, national and international associations for cardiac rehabilitation and holds
numerous honorary positions with peak national and state health agencies.

Reverend Brian Carey – Pastoral Care
Reverend Brian Carey is a Minister of the Uniting Church in Australia with many years of involvement in the
field of bioethics at a state and national level. He has presented papers on the full range of ethical/medical
subjects at conferences, universities, etc. He was the applied ethicist for the State of Victoria’s Biotechnology Committee and a member of the Stem Cell Working Group. He was a member of Monash
Medical Centre and Epworth Hospital’s Human Research Ethics Committee for over twenty years.

Mr Shane Gallagher – Information Security
Mr Shane Gallagher is a Senior IT Auditor at Landgate. Mr Gallagher has a Bachelor Degree in Information
Science and holds Masters Degrees in Business Administration and Professional Accounting. He is a
member of the Information Systems Audit and Control Association and is also a Certified Practicing
Accountant and Certified Information Systems Auditor. Mr Gallagher has extensive experience in internal
audit, and IT audit including IT security and IT governance.

Dr Geoffrey Hammond – Researcher
Dr Geoffrey Hammond graduated with a degree in psychiatric epidemiology from the University of
Cambridge in 2008 with previous undergraduate degrees in human biology and psychology (Tufts University,
Boston, 2002). Dr Hammond has worked as a statistical consultant for the pharmaceutical industry in the
United States, assisting in study design as well as the evaluation and interpretation of patient reported health
related quality of life. He has also worked as a programme evaluation officer for the National Health Service
in the United Kingdom, tasked with assessing the efficacy of expanding psychological therapy services in the
east of England.

Dr Phillip Jacobsen – Lay Person – Male
Dr Phillip Jacobsen was the Principal Scientist in the Department of Neuropathology until 2000. During
this period his research interests focused mainly on human cerebral neoplasms but also included a range
of neuromuscular disorders which resulted in the publication of 23 peer reviewed articles. Dr Jacobsen
has a Master of Science and PhD from UWA. From 2007 to 2011 he was an elected member for the City
of Subiaco and the Western Metropolitan Regional Council. Dr Jacobsen is a member of the WA Red
Cross Advisory Board and is a senior volunteer with Red Cross Emergency Services.

Ms Kathryn Kirk – Lay Person – Female
Ms Kate Kirk was employed by the UWA from 1988 until retirement in October 2012. During her employment
in Research Services she covered the disciplines of animal and human research ethics. She served as the
Executive Officer to the UWA Human Research Ethics Committee for many years and has extensive
experience in health research. She had a particular interest in helping students from all faculties recognise
the importance of ethics in conducting their research.

Ms Yvonne Rate – Lay Person – Female
Ms Yvonne Rate’s professional career was in physical and health education at secondary then tertiary levels,
primarily at Edith Cowan University. She spent ten years as Head of College at St Catherine’s College
(UWA) followed by five years as Principal of the Women’s College in the University of Sydney. She has a
Masters of Education and a Master of Philosophy (Women’s Studies). Yvonne was a Board member of
various State and National sports organisations and was on the West Australian Health Promotion Board.
She retains an active interest in women’s sport and netball in particular.

Ms Nadia Saba – Lawyer
Ms Nadia Saba graduated with a Bachelor of Laws and a Bachelor of Science from Murdoch University in
2003. She then completed a Master of Laws from the University of Sydney. She has worked for the State
Solicitor’s Office and is currently working as in-house counsel in the private sector. Ms Saba also works as a
tutor at the Murdoch University Law School and previously at Macquarie University in Sydney, specialising in
business and IT law.

Mr Tim Smith – Professional Care
Mr Tim Smith completed a Bachelor of Nursing degree in 1998 and then commenced a graduate nursing
program at Fremantle Hospital in 1999. On completion of this program he worked for a further four months in
theatres at Fremantle before moving to work in mental health in 2000. Mr Smith spent three and a half years
nursing in Guernsey, Channel Islands, United Kingdom and travelling throughout Europe before returning to
Perth in January 2004. He began working as a Clinical Nurse Specialist for the Community Emergency
Response Team when it became operational in 2006 and currently works in the Crisis Assessment
Treatment Team in Fremantle as the Clinical Nurse Specialist for the team.

Dr Katrina Spilsbury – Researcher
Dr Katrina Spilsbury is a Senior Research Fellow at Curtin University working on the WA Safety and Quality
of Surgical Care Project. She is an experienced analyst of linked health data from the Western Australian
Data Linkage System and has published numerous articles investigating the epidemiology of both short and
long term patient outcomes following surgical procedures. Dr Spilsbury is a qualified biostatistician having
completed a Masters of Biostatistics degree through the Biostatistical Collaboration of Australia in June
2008. Dr Spilsbury has completed two terms as a Sitting Member (Researcher) and Deputy Chairperson for
the Department of Health Human Research Ethics Committee.

Mr Stephen Woods – WA Health Representative
Mr Steve Woods is the Data Manager for the Children’s Cardiac Centre at Princess Margaret Hospital for
Children. Mr Woods holds a Bachelor of Science from UWA and is an affiliate member of the Health
Information Management Association of Australia. His background includes scientific research, information
technology management at a medical research institute and clinical information database development.

